
THE FALLEN 

 

PRIVATE FREDRICK WYLES 

Service Number: 25337 
4th Battalion Worcestershire Regiment  
Died of wounds Saturday 16th September 1916, Aged 21 
Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium    
Burbage War Memorial 
Congregational Church Memorial 

 

Fredrick was born in Aslackby, Lincolnshire, the second of 
the eight surviving children of John and Virta Wyles. John 
Wyles was employed as a Waggoner or Carter on farms and 
the family moved many times around both Lincolnshire and 
Leicestershire during Fredrick’s early childhood. By the time 
the family settled in Burbage, about 1909, Fredrick had left 
full time education and was working. On the 1911 census, 
the family are living at 11 Windsor Street and Fredrick is 
working as a Heeling Machine Operative at a boot factory.  
By 1914, Fredrick was employed by Josiah Swan of Burbage, 
a Coal Dealer probably as a Haulier along with his father. In 
1915, his friend and employer’s son Cyril Swan had enlisted 
and Fredrick followed in May 1915.  

Fredrick was enlisted into the 4th Battalion 
Worcestershire Regiment and was despatched to Egypt in 
the summer of 1915. After service in Egypt, the 4th Battalion 
were posted back to France arriving in Marseilles in March 
1916. Preparations were being made for the great offensive 
on the Somme in the summer of 1916.  

It is highly likely that Fredrick was involved in the 
terrible first day of the Battle of the Somme on the 1st July 
1916, when nearly 20,000 British and Allied Soldiers were 
killed. At 11.30am, the 4th Worcester’s were made ready to 
advance forward, but by this time it was clear that to do this 
would be a massacre. Already over a hundred in his Battalion 
had fallen that morning. It was considered the 4th Battalion 
had escaped with minor injuries and along with the 1st Essex 
Regiment they were assigned to the terrible job of clearing 
the battlefield. This job took thirteen days, after which they 
were moved to comparative safety for a short break before 
being yet again assigned to the Somme Front Line to engage 
in the next battle.  

In September 1916, Fredrick fought in the last few battles 
that eventually secured the Somme. His family received a 
letter saying he had been in hospital, but died of his wounds. 
Unfortunately, after the war his body could not be traced 
and his name is one of the 54,000 men with no known grave 
on the Menin Gate. Two weeks before Fredrick fell his 
younger brother Cecil enlisted on the 31st August 1916. He 
survived the war and died in 1962.  Frederick is 
commemorated on the Congregational Memorial see page 
186. 
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